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The Subordinated Sex

A History of Attitudes Toward Women

Revised Edition

Vern L. Bullough, Brenda Shelton, and Sarah Slavin

First published in 1973, The Subordinate Sex traveled through centuries and
across continents to compile a vast survey of men’s attitudes toward
women, their sexuality, their roles as wives and mothers. Now updated
and reissued as The Subordinated Sex, this classic work reveals the powerful

legacy of a masculine view of history—a view the feminist movement
secks to reveal and change. $40.00 cloth; $17.95 paper

Private Novels, Public Films
Judith Mayne

Comparing the ways novels and films articulate the conventions of middle-
class culture, Judith Mayne demonstrates how both forms of narrative
function as an encounter between spheres of private and public life—
between men and women, between social classes, between readers, viewers,
and texts. $22.00

Aesthetic Headaches

Women and a Masculine Poetics in Poe, Melville,
and Hawthorne

Leland S. Person, Jr.

Identifying a masculine poetics at odds with dominant nineteenth-century
assumptions of gender and power, Aesthetic Headaches reveals in the

fiction of Poe, Melville, and Hawthorne women who not only resist
containment but, through their own self-expressive energy, empower the
men who have created them. $25.00
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Athina Papadak:

THE GREAT ESCAPE (FROM THE SINK)

Finger rituals,

laundry Monday.

Over there the soap, country green, a solid fist of olive oil on
the marble top;

and the bold bluing, an almost sinful trespass

in the country waters of the whites

where a woman'’s

back steams up and off

into strange landscapes.

Steam of ash water, and the black cauldron.

Aqueducts stream from my spine.

Sundown comes in canning jars.

‘The fruit boils up into clouds, bringing winter into the
kitchen.

So what did I have to offer? An ornament,

I’ll rest for a while. The tides of the mosaic go through their
evening changes.

There’s another way of looking at it.
In the basket fresh eggplants
change their widow’s black to purple.
A steaming dish of oranges
cheers me on.
But
the fish-scales in the sink—
what impermanence.
My eyelids droop at such futility.

I hold the crystal glasses to the light.

Are they cleansed?

They reflect their diamond edges on my face, but
my face slips by them, a dark
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stream overflowing its banks. The Easter Lilacs, Easter Lilacs
of the
supermarket, carry me away to Paradise.

Heal my convulsions, Holy Ewe Lamb of the Kitchen.
2

Pressure cooker, your steam like a whispering poplar
thrusting up

to pierce the concrete roof.

The roof has gone mad.

My slavery has no measure.,

Is everything tidy in the cupboard?
Yes mother, I answer,

the soaps,

the oregano,

the condensed milk,

the rubber gloves . . .

I'am changing into these kitchen whites.
Suspended.

At moments like these, to whom do I belong?
The moon’s floods wash over me.

I'm hardly ever a full moon.

Late afternoon.

The faucet froze into lead.

Today I'm cooking for tomorrow.

In the open pot

the cabbage floats up in its winding sheets.
Stone-age woman, I squander myself.

Where does the light come from, carrying gardens,
I shouted,

and right then everything sank almost knee-deep
in the shine left by the coarse sea salt.

In pain
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I turned off the exhaust fan.

Let the walls weep great tears
of steam.

MARRIAGE BED

On my wedding night

My grandmother’s crocheted blanket covered the bed.
What’s more, we had a boy sit on the bed

So I would have a son,

And we even threw gold coins on it, and rice,

and sugared almonds.

A linen ritual. At night, the bedsheet gave up,
Bloodied, like a cornered animal.

Translated from the Greek
by Thalia Pandiri
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D. Nurkse

DESERTION

The enemy is so vast

they say if you burn your uniform
and forget who you were

you will find a house like yours
behind the lines, and children

like your brothers and sisters,

and you will find parents

who are missing a child

who looks like you, you will find lilac
in an alley and the smell of bread,
then you can rest and listen

to the drums of the reserve.

FACTIONS

Horsemen came by my house

at night wanting to know

which side I was on.

At first I said: God:

meaning, nothing: but later

even that was not a safe answer:

I said the side of the poor

but that became very dangerous:

I explained that I was on the side

of God’s poverty but not my own

and against the divinity of the poor
except in my case: but these were not men
given to subtleties: they had ridden hard
and their horses whinnied outside
lathered in the icy wind.
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